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Beware that thou forget not the 
LORD thy GoD, m not Ne p- 


ing his Commandments, and his 


Fudgments, and has Statutes, 


which I command thee this 


Day. 


HE various Diſpenſations of Provi- 
| dence towards Men are well ſuited to 
their State of Tryal in this World: 
And it becomes them to Watch a- 


ral Circumſtances thro' which they 
paſs. Such is the Depravity of Human Nature, 
that it is apt to take Occaſion from every Condition 
of Life to tranſgreſs the righteous Laws of God. 
It was a high Attainment of the Apoſtle Paul, that 
he knew how to be abaſed, and how to avound. God 


prov'd the Children of I/rea! by many Difficulties 


in their Progreſs through the Wilderneſs ; and 
their Behaviour in the Straits, into which they were 
C brought 


gainſt the Temptations of the ſeve- 
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(4) = 
brought, diſcover'd the great Corruption of their 
Hearts. Moſes had often heard them murmur, 
when they met with that which was troubleſome ; 
he had frequently obſerved their untoward Temper 
in Adverſity : Well then might he apprehend that 
they would be in danger of abuſing Proſperity ; for 
it is very ſeldom that Men are made really better 
hereby: This Servant of God acted therefore a 
faithful Part in cautioning the 1/realites againſt the 
Sins to whieh they would be inclin'd when they 
came to partake of the Eaſe and Plenty of the 
Land of Canaan. 

Tur Goodneſs of that Land, which God had 
promiſed the Seed of Abraham, 1s repreſented in 
this Chapter, whereof my Text is a Part. They 
were encourag'd to expect, that they ſhould be 
furniſh'd herein, not only with the Neceſſaries, but 
with aRich Abundance of the Conveniencies of 
Life; and they were aſſur'd that, in a little Time, 
they ſhould take Poſſeſſion of this deſirable Coun- 
try : Yet, leſt they ſhould be too much delighted, 
with the near Proſpect of ſo much earthly Good, 
Hoſes lets them know that this wou'd not be with- 
out its Snares. To prevent their being guilty of 
ſo great an Evil, as the Miſimprovement of the 
Bounties of Divine Providence, which they were 
now about to receive, the Duties, to which they 
would be hereby ſtrongly oblig'd, were a freſh ſet 
before them; the Laws, which they formerly heard, 
were repeated to them ; and they were put in mind 
ofthe Hardſhips with which they had been exercis'd 
in the Wilderneſs ; and of their frequent Miſcar- 
riages under them, that they might uſe the Com- 
forts of the good Land, into which they were en- 
tering, with greater Gratitude to God, and Diffi- 
dence of themſelves, | 
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6 
Tux Acknowledgment of their Obligations to 
God for theſe Mercies is recommended in theVerſe 
immediately preceeding my Text. When thou ha 
Eaten and art Full, when thy Wants ſhall be plenti- 
© fully ſupply'd : Ther thou ſhalt bleſs the Name of the 
Lord thy God for the good Land which he hath given thee, 


Thou ſhouldſt give him th Glory ofthy Enjoyments. | 


In my Text they are caution'd againſt a miſuſe of 
them : Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God. 
©See to it, that thou be not 10 fond of the Benefits, as 
© to neglect the Bene factor: Take care that thy Luſts 
© he not fed and ſtrengthen'd by the liberal Proviſions 
© made for thy comfortable Subſiſtence, that thou 
© dofſt not live as without God in the World: Not 
keeping his Commandments, and his Tudgments, and his 


Statutes, which I command thee this Day. This Warn- 


ing given to the Vfraelitiſi Nation deſerves our 
careful Notice, and may be improv'd to ſerve the 
Purpoſe of our preſent Meeting. In diſcourſing 
upon it, I ſhall endeavour, 

1. To ſhew you why a Nation, or People, ſhould 


be upon their Guard againſt Irreligion and Immo- 


rality, when they are in a Proſperous Condition, 
2. Point you to ſome Particular Inſtances of Vice 
and Prophaneſs, to which Perſons are in a ſpecial 
Manner liable, and againſt which they ſhould 
Watch with the greateſt Care, when their ſenſible 
Enjoyments abound. 
3. Co Ns ID ER the Extent of the Caution; 
then apply it to ourſelves, 5 | 
1. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you why a Nation, 


or People, ſhould be upon their Guard againſt Irre- 


ligion, and Immorality, when they are in a Proſpe- 
rous Condition : That Care and Vigilance are far 
from being needlels in this Caſe, will appear, if 
we conſider, 1. That Huwan Nature is ſo dege- 


nerate as to be very prone to peryert the In- 


ſtances 
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« 6 ) 
ſtances of God's Goodneſs to his Diſhonour: As 
the Weeds ſpring up by the Means of warm 
Showers, which refreſh the Earth; ſo the Corrup- 
tions of Mens Hearts are apt to draw Nouriſh- 
ment to themſelves, from the bountiful Supplies 
which God gives to their Bodily Wants. Does not 
the Conduct of many in Proſperity diſcover ſuch 
Luſts in a very high Degree, as were hardly 
thought to be in them, when their Circumſtances 
were ſtrait, and mewn? Have we not {een Perſons, 
who pretended ſome regard to God, in lower Stations 
of Life, abandoning all the Forms of Godlineſs 
when they have grown Rich and Great in the 
World ? As the Temptations of extream Poverty 
are very preſſing, ſo a Fullneſs of thoſe Things, 
which are grateful to our preſent Appetites, 18 
enſnaring. 

Wur n there is a large Proviſion made for the 
Fleſh, it is no eaſy Matter to forbear fullfilling the 
Luſts of it. It is very Notorious, that Places 
which have been beſt accommodated with the good 
Things of Time have been very infamous for 
Wickedneſs: Sodom and Gomorrah were moſt a- 
greeably ſituated ; they ſtood in a very fertile 
Plain, which was well water'd every where; even as the 
Garden of the Lord. Gen. 13. 10. They are ſaid to 
have fullneſs of Bread. Eze. 16. 49. And their Ini- 
quities are well known. 


MOSES was appriz'd of the Dangers of a pro- 
ſperous Condition; that the Jraelites would be apt 


S neglect God, and to depart from his Ways, 
when they were "ſettled i in the Promis'd Land, and 
AIVd with its Rich Fruits: Therefore he inculcates 
upon them the Caution in my Text : He requires 


them again and again to look well to themſelves, leſt 


they ſhould miſimprove the Mercies of God, and 
not render unto him according to the Benefits wbere⸗ 
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479 
with he ſhould load them. Chap. 6. 11, 12. when thou 
alt have eaten and be full, then beware, leſt thou forget 
the Lord. But notwithſtanding all that he could 
ſay, or do, to impreſs them with a Senſe of their 
Danger, they did not ſufficiently watch againſt it. 
They contemn'd God, and would not be govern'd 
by his Laws when he plentifully Fed them, as ap- 
pears from what 1s foretold in the 32. Chap. Ver. 
15. Jeſhurun waxed Fat and Kicked : Thou art waxen 
Fat, thou art grown Thick, thou art covered with Fatneſs ; 


then he forſook God which made him, and lightly e= 
ſteem d the Rock of his Salvation. So that Men are 
too much diſpoſed te neglect God, and to run into 
ſuch Courſes as are diſpleaſing to him, when their 
worldly Enjoyments are multiply'd. Iniquity too 
commonly abounds in a Day of Peace and Plenty; 
therefore a vigorous Oppoſition to it is then in an e- 
| ſpecial Manner proper: This will be further evi- 
dent, if we conſider, 


2. How culpable it isin Men to forget God, and 


' violate his Laws, when they dwell at Eaſe, and 


enjoy Proſperity ; though this be a very common, 


yet it isa very great Evil. Every good Gift comes 


from God He is the Father of Mercy, and the God of 
' all Comfort. None ſhould aſcribe the Increaſe of their 
Riches to their own skillful Management, or Dili- 
gent Application; it is the Divine Bleſſing that 
maketh Rich. All Mankind depend entirely upon 


| God: Tr is He that gives them Rain from Heaven, and 
Fruit ful Seaſons, filling their Hearts with F od and Glad- 
neſs. Acts 14. 17. And they are greatly obliged 
to Him for every Benefit they receive; becauſe 
they have provoked him by their Tranſgreſſions. 


And what can be more fiting than the Love and 


| Obedience of Guilty Creatures to that Being b 
| whoſe Grace they are ſupported and liberally 
| ſupply d? Is it not highly reaſonable that they 


abound 


N 68) 
abound in his Work, who enlargeth their Cir. 
cumſtances? 

THE Riches of God's Goodneſs leadeth Men to Re- 
pentance. Rom. 2. 4. It muſt be then the greateſt 
Diſingenuity to take Occaſion from them to pract- 
ice thoſe Things which are abominable to Him, 
What can be baſer than to turn his Mercies into 
Inftruments of Rebellion againſt Him ? Thoſe 
whom God fully Feeds, who are ſurrounded with 
Accommodations, break the ſtrong Ties of Gra- 
titude, if they are unmindful of Him, if their 
Time and Strength be ſpent in the Service of his 
Enemies. 

How are the Jſraelites reproach'd for their 
ungrateful Returns to God, whole tender Mercy 
they had largely experiencd? Chap. 32. 5. 6. 
They have Corrupted themſelves, they are a Perverſe 
and Crooked Generation: Do ye thus requite the Lord, 0 
Fooliſh People and Unwiſe ? Is not He thy Father that 
hath Bought thee? Hath He not Made thee and Eſta- 
bliſh'd thee ? The Heavens, and the Earth are calbd 
upon to attend while the Lord complain'd of 
their Behaviour towards Him, who dealt very 
kindly by them. Iſa. 1. 2. Hear, O Heavens, 
2 Ear, O Earth For the the Lord hath Spoken, I 

ave Nouriſhed and Brought up Children, and they have 
Rebelled againſt Me. The Ox and the Aſs, though 
remarkable for their Stupidity, are ſaid to act a more 
ſenſible and ingenuous Part toward their Owner 
and Maſter. 5 | 
_ Gop Communicates his Bleſſings to the Child- 
ren of Men, that may be capable of diſcharging 
their Duties, of being Uſeful to their Fellow- 
Creatures, and of Serving their Creator ; are they 
not then Guilty of a groſs Abuſe and Perverſion 
of his Favours, who conſume them upon their 
Luſts, which are hereby Strengthend to War 
1 5 | ____ againſt 


EC, 


a gainſt God and their precious Souls. It is there- 
fore a great Evil to turn the Goodneſs of God 
- © into Wantonneſs, and it ought to be carefully 


t avoided. 

3. PzRSONs ſhould beware that they forget not 
. 15 God, in not keeping his Lams, when the Lines are fallen 
O to them in pleaſant Places, becauſe they may juſtly ex- 
e pect that the Conſequences hereof will be very 
h FF” dreadful: It is highly reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
the Puniſhments of Men will bear ſome proportion 


ir to the Goodneſs they have neglected, or abus'd. 
is InvEzD, Diſſolution of Manners has a natural 
- Tendency to Poverty and Diſtreſs in this World; 
Ir when People have not the Fear of God before their 
Eyes, but give a looſe to their Appetites, run 
S* | to exceſs of Kiot, much Idleneſs enſues, their 
ſe © Subſtance is waſted, Health impair'd, and Death 
O !haſten'd: They eat of the bitter Fruit of their own Way, 
a and are fill d with the ſad Effects of their own Devices » 
a- | The turning away of the Simple ſhall ſlay them, the 
d Proſperity of Fools ſhall deſt roy them, Prov. 1. 31. 32. 
of | Beſides, the Righteous Governour and Judge 
of the World, will not ſuffer his abus'd Mer- 
„ cies to be unreveng'd. They who diſpiſe the 
I | Riches of Divine Goodneſs, and are hereby harden'd 
ve and embolden'd in Sin, are faid ro Treaſure up for 
zh themſelvesWrath againſt the Day of Wrath. Rom. 2. 4, 5. 
re | MOSES, to enforce the Caution given in my 
er | Text, tells the Children of Iſrael, that they ſhould 
certainly Periſh, if they did forget God, and were not 
d- Obedient to his Voice, when they were well furniſh'd 
1g with the beſt that this World can afford. V. 19 20. 
v- | Todeter them from ſuch a diſingenuous Behaviour, 
a ſevere Threat'ning is recorded. Chap. 28. 47, 
48. Becauſe thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy God, with 
Jayfullneſs and Gladneſs of Heart, for the Abuadance of 
all Things : Therefore ſhalt thou Serve thine Enemies, 
| 1 which 


. 


! 
. 
1 
! 
N 
{ 
} 


Thirſt, and in Nakedneſs, and in Want of all Things. 


(10) 


which the Lord ſhall ſend againſt thee, in Hunger, and in 


When their ill Uſe of the Affluence of Creature 
Comforts, which they ſhould enjoy, is fore- 
told, they are inform'd that this would be terribly 
reſented by God. Chap. 32. 19. When the Lord ſay 
it, he abhorred them, becauſe of the Provoking of his Sons, 
and of his Daughters. The Deſolation made by his 


Anger upon this Account, is expreſs'd in very aw- 


ful Language, ver. 22: 23. A Fire is kindled in ny 


Anger, and ſhall burn unto the loweſ® Hell, and con- 
ſume the Earth with her Increaſe, and ſet on Fire the 


Foun:lations of the Mountains. I will heap Miſchieſs 
upon them, 1 will ſpend mine Arrows upon them. | 

WE may obſerve God Speaking to them in the 
ſame Strain by the Prophets: It will be ſufficient 
to ſet down a few Paſſages to this Purpoſe, out of 
one of them. Hoſea 2. 8, 9. She did not know that J 
gave her Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, and multiply d her 
Silver, and Gold, which they prepared for Baal. I here- 
fore 1 will return, and take away my Corn, in the Time 
thereof, and will recover my Wool, and my Flax, given to 
cover her Nakedneſs. Again, Chap. 11. 4, 5, 6. I drew 


them with Cords of a Man, with Bands of Love, and I 


was to them as they that take off the Yoke on their Jams, 
and I laid Meat unto them. Becauſe they refuſed to re- 
turn, the Sword ſhall abide on his Cities, and conſume his 
Branches, and devour them, All theſe Threat'nings, 
and Predictions, . were punctually executed, and 
tullfild, as appears from the Fewiſh Hiſtory, 


 Tnus 1 have repreſented the Danger of Vice, 


and Praphanenels, in a Time of Proſperity, which 


thews that Watchfulneſs againſt them, is then in a 
ſpecial Manner need ful. es 

2. I {hall point you to ſome particular Inſtances 
of thele, to whichperſons are more efpecially liable, 
und againſt which they ſhould watch with the 
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moſt Care, when ſenſible Enjoyments abound, 
a 

1. A Neglect of God: This is intended by forget- 
ing of lim in my Text. Beware that thou forget not the 
Lord thy God. It may ſeem ſtrange, that Men 
ſhould be moſt inclin'd to diſregard the Divine Be- 


ing, when they enjoy the moſt numerous Evidences 
of his kind Notice of them; yet ſo it is in Fact. 


When they are proſper'd by him, and their Affairs 
have a pleaſing Aſpect, they are often ſo delighted 


F herewith, that God is not in all their Thoughts. What 
they receive from him engroſſes their Hearts, and 
tales up that Love, to which he is entitled. Such 


is the natural Vanity of the Children of Men, that 
they are too commonly made Proud and Inſo- 


lent, by a Fullneſs of earthly Comforts, fo as to at- 
ZE tribute their Succeſſes to themſelves, and overlook 
their Obligations to God. When the Heart is lift- 
eld up, Forgetfullneſs of God will ſoon follow ; 


beware, ſays Moſes, in the Ver. immediately fol- 


: lowing my Text, leſt when thou haſt Eaten, aud art 


full, and haſt built Ferch Houſes, and thy Silver, and 


5 thy Gold i is multiply'd ; then thy Heart be lifted up, and 


thou forget the Lord thy Cod; and then ſay in thy Heart, 

my Power and the Might of my Hand hath gotten me this 
Wealth. Vain Man! when he is in a plentiful Con- 
dition, is ready to think that he has Goode laid up 


for mam Tarte, to place his Truſt in Creatures, and to 


become inſenſible of his Dependance upon God. 
The natural Conſequence hereof is a departure 
from his Statutes. 

As the Word of God has publiſh'd the Inſtitu- 
tions, by the Obſervance of which he is to be wor- 
ſhip'd by Men; ſo it plainly declares to us the 
Appointment of One Day in Seven, for the ſolemn 


Celebration of them: By waiting upon him on that | 


Day, in the Manner which he has requir'd, his 
; B 2 | | Pe ple 


Fd 


(12 ) 
People pay their Homage to him, teſtify their 
Mindfulneſs of him, and by this Means their Pie- 
ty is promoted. Therefore when the Sabbath is 
not kept holy, the Houſe of God is unfrequented, 
and his Ordinances diſus'd, he may be ſaid to be 
forgotten. But it is very rarely that Perſons ſtop here, 
when they have gone thus far, thoy uſually pro- 
ceed to more Ungodlineſs. They ſhould therefore 
beware of forgeting God, when they have Eaten and are 
full; a meer Neglect of ſo gracious a Bene factor is a 
great Evil; but it is commonly the Beginning of 
much greater Iniquities. 
2. TRR corrupt Hearts of Men are apt in pro- 
ſperous Circumſtances, to runintodaring Impieties, 
evil Men wax worſe and worſe: It is too common for 
thoſe, who grow indfferent to the Worſhip of God, 
to harden themſelves againſt him, and to offer vile 
Indignities to his Majeſty. The Pſalmiſt ſays, that 
the Wicked, when they have more than Heart can wiſh, 
ſet their Mouths againſt the Heavens, Pſal. 73. 9. They 
become bold in Sin, and are not afraid to blaſpheme 
the Name of the Great God, who dwelleth in the 
Heavens. They defy his Vengeance by their pro- 
phane Oaths and Cur ſes, becauſe Sentence is not ſpeedily 
executed againſt their evil Works, their Heart is fully ſet 
in them to do Evil, Excl. 8. 11. Their Continuance 
in a thriving Condition, notwithſtanding their 
Offences, makes them Audacious in their Wicked- 
neſs: They ſtretch out their Hands againſt God, as Eli- 
Phar lays, and Srengthen themſelves againſt the Almigh- 
, they run upon him, even on his Neck, upon the thick 
Boſſes of his Bucklers ;, becauſe they cover their Faces with 
Fatneſs. Job. 15. 25, 26, 27. 

AGUR acknowledges, that the Danger of 
Atheiſtical Principles and Practices, when Kiches 
increaſe, was the Reaſon why he was not deſirous 
of them. Prov. 30. 9. Leſt I be full, and deny — 
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and ſay, who is the Lord ? © Left I ſhould Think, 
f . or Act, as if I had nothing to do with thee, 
© nothing to Fear, or Hope, from thee. So that 
Men are very liable to groſs Impieties in a Day of 
Proſperity ; which they ſhould carefully Guard a- 
gainft, for they are Inſtances of the prodigious De- 
generacy of Mankind, and fink them beneath the 
Beaſt that periſh. + 

3. An immoderate Uſe of ſenſible Bnjoyments 
is too common, when they abound. Man's Apoſt acy 


from God, has, without doubt, greatly diforder'd 
his Nature; his "Underſtanding, which was deſign'd 


to guide and govern him, 1s become weak and 
dark; his Paſſions and Appetites, whole Place it is 


to follow the Dictates of his Reaſon, are ſtrong and 
violent : It is no eaſy Matter to keep theſe within 


due Bounds, when Objects that are agreeable are 
preſented to them. The Names of thoſe irregular 
Affections, which are found in Men, are given to 
the T hings of the World, becauſe they are ſo eaſi- 
ly influenc'd by them. 1. John. 2. 15. 16. Tove 
not the World, neither the Things that are in the World; 


for all that is in the World, the Luſt of the Fleſh, Luſt of the 


Eyes, and the Pride of Life, is not of the Father, but ir 
of the World. 

MN ſhould keep a ſtrait Rein upon their Appe- 
tites, when they are well provided with the Enter- 
tainments of this Earth; they will otherwiſe 
tranſgreſs the Rules of Temperance. Gluttony 
and Drunkermeſs, are Sins againſt which Perſons 


ſhould particularly ſet themfelves, when Provi- 


dence favours them in their outward Concerns. 
Are they nor hurtful to them, as well as offenſive 


_ unto God? Is not human Nature hereby diſgrac'd ? 


Does it not loſe the Advantage of the Character of 
Reaſonable? the exceſſive Ule of that, which God 
has given for the Preſervation and Refreſhment of 

the 


( 14 ) 
the frail Nature of Men, not only fills their Con- 
ſciences with Guilt, but their Bodies with Pains and 


Diſeaſes : It expoſes them to the greateft Injuries ; 
they are hereby rendered Stupid and Defenceleſs, 


while they areencompaſs'd with innumerable Evils, | 


The Wiſe Man ſpeaks of the Drunkard's Caſe, and 
Situation, as exceeding dangerous. Prov 23. 34. 
Thou ſhalt be as he that fits down in the midſt of the Sea, 
or as he that lieth on the top of a Maſt. Surely it 
muſt be a grievous Provocation to God to ſee his 
Creatures, whom he has endued with Reaſon, 
acting ſo mad a Part, and his Favours proſtituted 
to ſobaſe a Purpoſe. 

4. UNCLEan and Lewd Practices too frequent- 
ly prevail, when the Temporal Affairs of People 
are proſper'd ; the immoderate Uſe of ſenſible En- 
joyments, which is very incident to Perſons in this 
Caſe, as you have heard; has an unhappy Tendency 
to promote theſe Vices. When Solomon inſiſts upon the 
bad Effects of Exceſs in Drinking, he mentions this 
as one of them, thine Eyes ſhall behold ſtrange omen. 
Prov. 23. 33- When the Fleſh is pamper'd, the 
Deſires of it will grow Head-Strong and Ungo- 
vernable. Rioting and Drunkenneſs generally iſſue in 
Chambering and Wantonneſs. How fad is it, to ob- 
ſerve Perſons laviſh a great deal of the Silver, and 
Gold, which by the good Providence of God are 
multiply'd in a Nation, upon ſuch Diverſions as 
_ Provoke impure Deſires, and facilitate the fullfiling 
of them, Is it not a doleful Sight to behold ſome 


conſuming their Abundance upon the inſatiable Cra- 1 


vings of the Fleſh, while others want the Neceſſaries 
of Life? Multitudes have been reduc'd from plentiful 
to indigent Circumſtances, by indulging their brutal 
Inclinations. Prov. 6. 26. By Means of a mhoriſi. 
Woman a Man is brought to a piece of Bread. But an 
Attachment to her has yet a far worſe Conſequence ; 
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as appears from what the Wiſe Man ſays in the 32. 
Ver. Whoſo committeth Adultery with a Woman, lack= 
eth Underſtanding : He that doth it, deſtroyeth his own 
Soul. RE 
Gop has expreſſed in the Scriptures a very 
great Abhorrence of thoſe who take occaſion from 
his Mercies to run into Laſcivious Practices. He ſpeaks, 
ds if it would not become his Honour, to ſuffer 
ſuch an Iniquity to eſcape his Vengeance, to paſs by 
| fo great an Offence without a ſevere Puniſhment. 
fer. 5.7, 8, 9. How ſhall Pardon thee for this? Thy Chil- 
| dren have forſaken me; when I had fed them to the Full, 
they then committed Adultery, and aſſembled themſelves 
Troops in the Harlots Houſes. Shall J not viſit for 
> | theſe Things! ſaith the Lord. And ſhall not my 
- | Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this is? The 


a ng Wb eee 


8s | Cities of the Plain, where there was Fullneſs of 
Bread, are Monuments of God's Indignation 
e againſt thoſe, who pervert his Mercies to ſubſerve 
s | their filthy Luſts. Jude 7. Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
. Cities about them giving themſelves over to Fornication, 
e | and going after ſtrange Fleſh, are ſet forth for an Ex- 
= ample, ſuffering the Vengeance of eternal Fire. | 

n þ 3. Tue Extent of the Caution is to be conſider- 
ed. This is indeed of univerſal Concern : Moſes 
d ſpeaks in my Text to the whole Nation of 1ſracl as 
re | to a ſingle Perſon: Beware that thou forget not the 
as | Lordthy God. But in as much as they ſuſtain'd dit- 
gs | ferent Characters; ſome of them were Rulers, others 
de | were Ruled, and all of them ſtood related to one 
a- another as Members of the ſame Society; it muſt 
es | be ſuppos'd that what is here ſaid oblig'd them to 
ul | uſe all the Power and Influence they had in their 
al ſeveral Stations, to oppoſe what was diſhonourable 
iſp | to God, and contrary to his Laws This is Incum- 
an | bent upon all of us; and we may learn from the 
e; words of Moſes, what is our preſent Duty. 
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(16) 
1. Ir is every one's Duty to look well to him- 
ſelf, to beware that he forget not God, in not keeping his 
Commandments, | 
Ir would be a great Happineſs to any Community 
on Earth, if every particular Member of it did 
keep his own Heart with deligence, and watch his 
Ways. This is enjoyned upon all by our bleſſed 
Saviour. Mark. 13. 37. Proper Means ſhould 
be uſed by them to maintain upon their Minds a 
lively Senſe of Religion. They ought carefully 
to guard againſt the leaſt Deviations from the Paths 
of Vertue. Sin 1s Decetiful ; how many have been 
prevailed upon to commit it in ſome leſſer Inſtances, 
defigning to go no further : Yet by degrees they 
have been brought to practice the greateſt Enormi- 
ties without ſcruple, the Thoughts of which were 
once ſhocking to them. When Perſons begin to 
backſlide, they know where they ſhall ſtop. Eoldneſs 
and Indiſference as to ſome of the ſmaller Duties of 
Piety, has often ended in total Apoſtacy: It behoves 
every one, whoſe Conſcience has any Tenderneſs, 
zo take heed leſt he ſhould be hardened through the Deceit- 
fullneſs of Sin. El . 
Tus World is full of Temptations, with which 
the corrupt Hearts of Men are apt to comply: 
They ſhould therefore be circumſpect. It ought to 
be their Care in every Condition to keep up a Re- 
membrance of their Dependance upon God, and 
Obligations to him; and frequently conſider that 
they muſt appear before his Judgment- Seat to give an 
Account of the Mercies which they enjoy, and to 
receive from him according to the Uſe they make of 
them, How unreaſonable is it in Men to forget 
God, in whoſe Hand is their Breath, and whoſe are all 
their Ways, by whom their eternal State ſhall be 
_ determin'd ? What Folly are they guilty of, who keep 
not his Statutes? Theſe are Holy, Fuſt, and Good; _ 
| 1 8 922 Who 
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vho depart from them, act contrary to their Intreſt, 
as well as Duty. | 
Gov requir'd his People, uuder the Moſaick- 


Law, to obſerve a great Number of Ordinances, 
which render'd it a heavy Toke unto them. Some of 
the Statutes he gave them ſeem to be calculated to 
make them deſirous of a Reformation; which wasac- 
compliſh'd by the coming ot Chriſt, his Goſpel has ſet 
Peꝛrſons at liberty from all burthenſome Inſtitutions: 
lt reveals God not ouly under the moſt awful, but 
the moſt amiable Characters: There is nothing 
wanting herein to make his Ways Pleaſantneſs, and his 
Paths Peace, Are they not therefore inexcuſable, 
who forget God, and keey not his Commandments, a- 
midſt all the Advantages of the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion? Such a Conduct muſt end in Ruin and Death; 
it is then of the greateſt Importance to Men that 
they beware of ſuch guilty Behaviour: And in or- 
der hereto, they ſhould converſe much with the 
Word of God. Where the Bib'e is neglected, God 
is not remember'd, nor his Laws obſerv'd. The 
careful peruſal of this Book 1s an excellent Means 
to preſerve and promote Godlineſs. Moſes exhorts the 
| Iſraelites to make the Words which he commanded them 
the great Subject of their Converſation. Chap. 6. 7. 
| thou ſhall talk of them when thou futeth in thy Houſe, and 


when thou walketh by the Way, and when thou lieft Down, 
and when thou riſeſt Vp. Their Thoughts were to be 
employ'd about them, they were frequently to 
conſult them, as appears from what follows, m the 


8. and 9. Ver. thou ſhalt bind them for a Sign upon 
thine Hand, and they ſhall be as Frontlets between thine 


Eyes, thou ſhalt Write them upon the Poſts of thy Houſe, 
and on thy Gates. The Deſign of thele Advices was 
to prevent a Forgetfulneſs of God. If the glorious 


Goſpel of Chriſt was attended to as it deſerves, 


if this was heard, and read with greater diligence, 
we 


618) 

we might hope to ſee Righteouſneſs, Sobriety, and 
Godlineſs prevail more in the World. 

2. Ur is the Duty of Maſters and Heads of Fa- 
milies, not only to look well to themſelves, but 
to watch againſt Irreligion and Immorality in 
thoſe who are under their Care. It is not unchari- 
table to ſuppoſe that he is unmindful of God, who 
is unconcern'd how thoſe of his Houſhold behave 
towards the great Creator, Is it ſinful in thoſe 
who have Children, and Servants, not to uſe their 
beſt Endeavours to provide that which 1s proper for 
the Support and Defence of their Bodies? Certainly 
then they cannot be blameleſs, if they are negligent 
of their Manners; if they ſuffer them to run into ſuch 
Courſes as are provoking to the Almighty, and 
endanger the Deſtruction of their precious Souls. 
Social! Worſhip, as well as civil Government, be- 
gan in Families; the Heads of theſe were at Firſt, 
not only Kings, but Prieſts. After Mankind were 
multiply'd, and found it neceſſary to form them- 
ſelves into larger Societies, the Power and Duty 
of Parents, and Maſters, were not hereby wholly 
ſuperſeded ; they were ſtill inveſted with Authority, 
and it ſhould be ſo managed, as to ſubſerve the 
Publick Good. A great deal depends upon the 
right ordering of Families ; if Vice and Prophane- 


neſs are tolerated in them, by their Heads, Reli ; 


gion and Vertue caunot flouriſh in the Nation, 
whereof they are Parts. How can thoſe who have 
the Direction of Families, expect that they ſhould 
be Obedient to themſelves, when they do not take 
proper Methods to hinder their forgeting God, 
and acting contrary to his Laws? When Mens 
Houſes are Strangers to Divine Worſhip ; when the 
Mord of God is rarely, if ever read in them; when 
Taverns, or Ale-Houſes, take up all their Evenings; 
when they do not oblige their Off ſpring, and ** 
| who 
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who ſerve them, to attend publick Ordinanceson that 
Day which God has ſet apart for that Purpoſe; is 
it to be wonder'd at, that they are Looſe and Diſ- 
orderly that they ſhould be falſe to thoſe that 
| Truſt them, and rebellions agaiſt God? The Com- 
plwbaint of being badly ſerv'd, which is ſo common 
at preſent, is really a reflection upon thoſe Ferſons, 
who do not endeavour to cultivate the Fear of God 
in their Dwellings. 5 


Tuis is a Day of great Liberty, wherein the 


generality of younger Perſons are uneaſy under the 
moſt reaſonable Reſttaints, and it is to be fear'd 
that Licentiouſneſs will increaſe, unleſs Family- 
Worſhip and Diſcipline revive. Families are Nur- 
ſeries to Churcti and State, if they produce Plants 
of unwholeſome Fruit, the Church and the State will 
ſuffer. Thoſe whoare entruſted with the Care of 
| Houſholds, ſhould therefore uſe their beſt Endea- 
vours to keep out of them whatever is Vicious and 
Prophane. The Perſons, to whom the Caution in 
my Text is addreſs'd, are requir'd to teach with 
Deligence their Children, the Commandments 
of God, Chap. 6. 7. Thou ſhalt teach them Dili- 
gently to thy Children. God maniteſted his great A p- 
{ probation of Abraham's careful Diſcharge of this 
Duty to his Family. Gen. 18. 17. 10. Shall I 
hide from Abraham, faid the Lord, the Thing that I 
do? Furr I know him that he will command his Houfhold 
| and Children after him, and they ſhall keep the Way of 
the Lord, to do Juſtice and Judgment. 


3. Ir is the Duty of Magiſtrates to employ 


their Power for the Suppreſſion of Vice and Pro- 
plhaneneſs: Such there were among the Children of 
Iſrae, when Moſes ſaid to them, beware that thou 
2 forget not God, in not keeping his Commandments : And 
it was the Buſineſs of their Rulers to ſee to the 


Obſervation of them, and to puniſh the Diſobedi- 
” C3 „ 


the Aſſiſtance of private Perſons, Thoſe who are 


( 20 
ent: They were therefore particularly concern'd 
in this Caution, It muſt be own'd that the Jewiſh 
Rulers received ſome peculiar Powers from God, 
to which Civil Governours in other Nations have 
no claim. But the Apoſtle Paul, in the Repreſen- 
tion which he gives of the Office of a Magiſtrate, 
ſays, that he 1s a Terror to evil Works. Rom. 13. 3: 


That his Sword ſhould deter Men from wicked 


Practices. 4. Ver. If thou do that which is Evil, be 
afraid; for he beareth not the Sword in Vain; For he is 
the Miniſter of God, a revenger to execute Wrath upon 
him that doth Evil. This is what he always ought 
to be, and what he really is if he be not negligent 
of his Duty. 9 

Tus Light of Reaſon directed Gallio, a Heathen 
Governour to apprehend that a Matter of wicked 
Lemdneſi was proper to be brought before him. Accs. 
18. 14, Thoſe Things which are indiſputably 
Irreligious, and Immoral, have a direct Tendency 


to prejudice the State, which is the Charge of the 


Civil Powers, therefore they ſhould exert them- 
ſelves againſt Impiety and Vice, by puniſhing the 
Guilty. Though temporal Penalties are not fitted 
to enlighten the Mind, and to propagate Truth, 
yet they are very ſerviceable to reſtrain the Impi- 
ous and Vicious, who are common Nulances : Nor 
are they in this Caſe inconſiſtent with that Liberty 
of Conſcience to which every one has a Right, No 


one ſurely can think himſelf in Conſcience oblig'd. 


to act contrary to the plain Laws of Religion and 
Morality. 1 

4. Ir is the Duty of all thoſe, who are the 
Friends of Religion and Vertue, to oppoſe Vice 
and Prophaneneſs in their Country-Men, and Fellow- 
Citizens. The Magiſtrate's Power will not avail 
much againſt Irreligion and Immorality, without 


en- 
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C210 
entruſted with the Execution of the Laws can rare- 
puniſh the Breaches of them without receiving 


ERS and Evidence from others. Nor 


ſhould any be aſham'd of appearing in fuch a Ser- 
vice, it is the Cauſe of God and their Country that 
they ſtand up for, who fight againſt Sm. The 
Prevalence of Vice is hurtful to a Nation, as well 


; i as diſhonourable to God: Sin is a reproach to any 


People. Prov. 14. 34. The Sinner himſelf may 
receive Benefit by the Sentence which is executed 
againſt his evil Works. Thus is intended not only 


for the Warning of others, but his own Reformation. 


Ir argues great Baſenels and Meannels of Spirit, 
to ſhew no concern for the Welfare of Fellow-Crea- 
tures; and there cannot be a greater Inſtance of 
indifference to the Happineſs of our Nighbours, 
than to ſee them perſuing impious and vicious 
Ways, without making any oppoſition to it. He 


that hates Sin, as every good Perſon does, will 


ſtrive againſt it in his Nighbour as well as in him- 
ſelf. David, who was ſo troubled becauſe of the 
Iniquities committed round about him, that they 
drew Rivers of Waters from his Eyes. Pal. 1 19. 136. 
did, without doubt, all that he could to bring them 
to an End. 

Tas Servants of Sin do often aſſociate them- 
ſelves in Defence of it : Is it not fitting therefore that 
thoſe who are devoted to Religion and Vertue 


. ſhould unite their Strength and Endeavours to 


cruſh that which is contrary to them? If good 


Examples and ſerious Exhortations are not effectual 
to give it a check, they ſhould proceedgto rebukes, 


and all the Methods which the Laws of God and 
their Country preſcribe for the Subduing of it. 


That Tenderveſs which hinders this is really hatred, 


as appears from what God favs to the Sons of Tract, 
Levi. 19. * Thou ſhalt ot hate thy Brother in thine 
Heart : 
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Heart: Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Nei 'ghbour, 
and not ſuffer Sin upon him. Which Words plainly 
ſhew, that the Caution upon which I have inſiſted, 


was deſigned to excite every one of them to be 


watchful not only over himſelf, but with vigilance 


to reſiſt whatever might be wicked and —— 


in one another. 


"APPLTCATTON. 


1. WE of this Nation, of theſe Cities, have 
great cauſe for Humiliation and Repentance, We 
have eaten and been fill'd; but how incautious 


have we been of forgeting God and breaking his 


Laws. That our Sins may appear in more affecting 
Colours, I ſhall give you a ſhort View of the Good- 
neſs of God to us, which in many Inſtances re- 
ſembles that which the Iſraelites experienc'd in Ca- 
naan, whereof we have an Account in the Context. 
Go p, who hath determin'd the Bounds of Mens Habi- 
tations, hath plac'd us in a good Land. It is a Land 
of Brooks of Water, of Fountains, and Depths that 
ſpring out of Vallies and Hills. Ver. 7. lt is well 


ſupply'd with Water, whereby it is made both 


Pleaſant, and Fruitful; it may be juſtly added, that 
it is a Land of Wheat and Barley. Ver. 8. Nor is 
it deſtitute of Products that afford Delight, as well 
as Support: We have not only eaten Bread without 
Scarceneſs, but there has been no lack of any Thing in the 
Land. Ver. 9. Several Years of great Plenty have 
paſg?d over us; we have had enough and to ſpare, 


large Supplies have been exported by us to neigh- 


bouring Nations which have help'd to increaſe our 


Wealth. What goodly Houſes are built amongſt us? 
our Flocks and our Herds are multiply d. And ſo with- 
cout doubt are our dilver, and Gold, Ver. 12. 13. 
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( 23 ) 
Tux Security that is given by the Laws of the 


Land to our Property in theſe Things, adds great- 
ly to the Comfort of them, as it has no ſmall in- 


 fluenceupon their Increaſe. We are bleſſed with a 


gracious and juſt Sovereign, who makes no inroads 


upon the Rights, and Liberties of his Subjects; un- 


der whoſe Government we enjoy great Peace and 
Tranquility. And what crowns all our Mercies, 


we have the free and undifturb'd Uſe of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, which teaches, and aflift us to make a 


right Improvement of them. 


Bur how have we behaved towards the Supreme 


Author of our Bleſſings? Here I come to a very me- 


| | lancholy Scene. All Ranks and Degrees of Men 
have wofully corrupted their Ways: To what Ex- 


ceſſes have they run? What Multitudes in lower, 
zs well as higher Stations, are daily overcharg'd with 
| Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs ? It is fad to oblerv.. that a 
Diſregard of the Sabbath grows amongſt us. How 
many ſpend it in |dleneſs and Diverſions, which give 
them ſuch a turn to Pleaſure, that they know not 
| how to betake themſelves to work, till a good Part 
of the Week be paſt, till they are driven to it by 


Neceſſity? How Dreadful and Shocking are thoſe 


Oaths, and Curſes, which are continually heard in 
our Streets? What vile Abominations are found 
' amongſt us? They are not fit to be nam'd. And how 


ſhould it humble and abaſe us, to conſider that our 


good God has been thus requited ? That all thoſe 


Sins have been committed with a high Hand in the 


midſt of us, which we ſhould have guarded againſt 


min our Proſperity. We were lately apprehen- 
five that God was ent'ring into Judgment with 


us. The Clouds, which in former Years drop'd 


: Fatneſs, ſeem'd to pour down Vengeance upon us. 
hut our merciful God has given a favourable Change 
to the Weather: When we cry'd unto him, he de- 


liver'd 
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liver'd us from our Fears, in ſome Meaſure. He 
bath ſpoken Peace unto us, may we not turn again to 
Folly! It becomes us to ſtana in Awe of the Almighty. 
It is an eaſy Thing with him to deftroy the Fruits 
of the Earth, when there is a promiſing Proſpett of 
a very rich Harveſt : He hath often turn'd a fruit- 
ful Land into Barrenneſs, for the Wickedneſs of 
them that dwell therein. Pſal. 107. 34. 
 Wx muſt own that it would be a righteous Thing 
with God to break the Staff of our Bread, to 
Puniſh us with the Want of all Things, ſeeing our 
Carriage towards him has been ſo ungrateful and 
diſingenuous. How juſtly may he reduce us from 
that Abundance, which we have baſely abuſed, in- 
to great Scarcity ? O! That the Inhabitants of this 
Land would be prevailed upon to repent ; to forſake 
their Sins, and turn unto the Lord, with whom there is 
Forgiveneſs and plenteous Redemption. 

2. Fx 0M what has been ſaid, it is evident, That 
Attempts to reform us are now very proper, and 
ſeaſonable. You, who have enter'd your ſelves in- 
to Societies for this Purpoſe, and have lifted up a 
Standard againft Iniquity, ſhould purſue the Com- 
bat with vigour. Though you have had confidera- 
ble Succeſſes, yet your reſolute Enemy has not 
quitted the Field: No, far from it: You have a 
great deal ſtill to do. | 

NRW METHODS have been lately in- 
vented to ſpread Debauchery amongſt us, which 
have already produc'd very woful Effects. Thoſe 
Spiritous Liquors that are at preſent in ſuch Re- 
queſt, and may be ſo eaſily procur'd, have cer- 
tainly a very ill Influence upon the Morals of the 
People, as they are Deſtructive of their Health, 
and Lives; not only ef theirs, who are intoxicated 
by them, but of others. We have had Accounts 
of moſt mhuman Murthers, that have been of late oc- 

caſioned 


N (25) 
ſioned by thoſe pernicious and enflaming Compo- 
ſitions. They diſpoſe Perſons to the Perpetration 
of the greateſt Villany and Cruelty, by firing their 
| Paſſions, when they have blinded their Underſtand- 
ings. Is there not then great Need of your Vigi- 
- lance and Care in this Caſe? The Encouragement 
* given you, in proſecuting your good Deſign, by 
- thoſe in Power, is Matter of great Joy and Thank- 


fullneſs to every pious vertuous Mind. I hope you 


mall be always countenanced by them in your En- 
deavours to put a ſtop to that which is apparently 
diſhonourable to God, hurtful to private Perſons, 
without Number, and therefore can never be bene- 
ficial , to the Publick. 

Ir has been of late aſſerted that private Vices 
are pablick Benefits: Though this Poſition has been 
laid down in unlimited Terms, yet ſurely it will 
not be pretended that all private Vices are beneficial 
to the Publick. Can it be for the good of a King- 
dom, that the Subjects of it ſhould be at liberty to 
Defraud and Deſtroy one another? If only ſome 
private Vices are publick Benefits, I would fain 
know, who muſt determine which are thoſe Vices 
that are advantageous to the State. If every one 
zs allowed to judge for himſelf in this Caſe, it will 
introduce the utmoſt Confuſion. particular Perſons 
will be ready to conclude that what is Grateful and 
| Profitable to themſelves, will be uſeful to the Com- 
munity. But if the Legiſlative Power of a Nation 
ls to ſettle this Matter, I am ſure that private Vices 


are not to be indulg'd in our Land, for the Laws of 
tit expreſly forbid them. 


Ix has been ſuggeſted that Religion and Vertue 
are the Contrivance of Rulers, to awe their Peo- 
ple to a Conformity to their Regulations. Are 
they not therefore Enemies to Government, and con- 
ſequently to the publick Good, who would per- 
ſwade us that there is no ſuch Thing as moral Good, 
or Evil? _— Tuoss 


(26) 


Tuosz who are Advocates for Vice, cannot 
approve of it in thoſe, with whom they are ver 


much concern'd. Can any Father be pleas'd with pro- 
fligate Children? Would any Maſter chuſe de- 


bauch'd Servants? Such as plead for publick Steus, 


would ſoon feel the Inconvience of them if fre. 
quented by their own Daughters. And that which! 
would be wrong in their Relatives, cannot be right 
in the Kindred of others, How can the Welfare 
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of a Nation be promoted by thoſe Things which 


are Prejudicial to the Families of which it is com- 


os'd. 


Vices, is an aſſertion contrar 
Things, and to the Experience of all Ages. 


Vice, which prov'd Fatal to them. 
Co N TIN ux then to ſtrive againſt Sin. 


Tur the Publick receives Benefit by private 
to the Nature of 
It is 
an undeniable Truth, that N horedom, and Vine, and ren 
Wine take away the Heart. Hoſ. 4. 11. Body and 
Mind are enfeebled by Intemperance, and ren derd Þ - 
Incapable of brave and uſeful Actions. Does not Þ | 
Hiſtory generally aſcribe the Ruin of great Empires, Þ® 
which have been the World, to their Luxury?! 

While they obſerved good Diſcipline they flou- Þ 

riſſid, and they ſoon declin'd upon the increaſe of Þ 


The! 
many Bleſſings, which you have received from Goch 
oblige you to lay out your ſelves in his Service; 
ſtrenuouſly to encounter whatever is offenſive toÞ 
him. This will be an acceptable Return to him, 

through Jeſus Chriſt, for his Benefits; and may be 


a Means of preventing the Judgments which we de- ; 


ſerve. 


I would exhort Men of Piety, Courage and Pru- Þ 
dence, to ſtrengthen your Hands, by aſſociating Þ 
themſelves with you ; ſuch muſt own that you are Þ 
engag'd in a good Work; and why ſhould they no: | 


bear a Part in it? I dare ſay, that their Aſſiſtance 
| 5 is 
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is very deſirable. If theſe Cities continue to grow 
more Wealthy, and Populons, as they have done 
of late Years, Temptations to. Sin, and Opportuni- 
ties for the Commiſſion of it will multiply. Is it 
not therefore to be fear'd, that the Workers of Ini- 
quity will encreaſe, and that you will be in Danger 
of being over-power'd by them, unleſs you receive 
confiderable Aids. 

I would exhort thoſe, whom the Providence of 
God has plac'd in plentiful Circumſtances, to con- 
tribute to the Furtherance of your Undertaking, 


It muft be own'd by every ſober thinking Perſon, 
| that your Societies have been very Serviceable to us. 


I verily believe that it is, in a great Meaſure, ow- 
ing to you, that Infults and Abuſes are not ſo com- 
mon in our Streets, when the Day-light withdraws, 


as they are in other great Cities. We ſhould dwell 
with leſs Safety in our Houſes, if the Vices which 
you oppoſe, triumph'd without controul. The 
* Eſtates which Parents leave to their Poſterity, and 


are the Fruits of great Frugality, and Diligence, 
will be in more Danger of being waſted, if you are 
not encourag'd to reſiſt Sin. Therefore Love to 
our Selves and Families, as well as to God, and the 
Land of our Nativity, ſhould move us to lay out 
ſome Part of our Subſtance to carry on that Service, 
which is both chargeable and painful to you. Sh 

SO MB of the Wickedneſſes with which you Con- 
flict, cannot be ſubdu'd without great Trouble and 
Expence. Thoſe who keep GAMING, or 
LE W D and DISORDERLY HOUSES, 
who are the Inſtruments of debauching and ruming 
Multitudes, are too often defended by ſuch as were 
born to Eſtates ; fo that the Conviction and Puniſh- 
ment of them are not eaſily procur'd, as you very 
well know, though you are favour'd by our Courts 


of Judicature. There have been of late many valu- 


able 
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able and uſeful Legacies : It is to be wiſh'd that the 
Rich would turn their Thoughts to your Societies; 
and teſtify their Love to Religion and Vertue, by 
bequeathing ſome Portion of their Eſtates to main- 
tain a vigorous and ſucceſsſul War againſt Vice and 
Prophaneneſs ; to enable you to withſtand and over- 
come the moſt powerful Iniquities. The Sinews of 
this War are the ſame with thoſe of other Wars. 
Who needs to be told that your Proſecutions will be 
feeble, and come to little, if you want Money? 
And it is highly reaſonable, that thoſe who do not 
care to bear a Part with you, of the Burden of this 
Work in their Perſons, ſhould aſſiſt you as they are 
able with their Purſes. ng 3 
Tux Reformation of our Country will abundantly 
countervail the greateſt Coſt. But we muſt remem- 
ber, that it is not to be effected by Might, nor by Power, 
without the Spirit of God. Should it not therefore 
be the earneſt Prayer of all of us, that the bleſſed 
Spirit may be pour'd out in abundant Meaſures, 
who can eaſily convince and convert the moſt har- 
dened and obſtinate Sinners, and make Judgment ru: | 
down as Waters, and Righteouſneſs as a mighty Stream. 
Ma you be always under the Divine Guidance 
and Protection, and be difſtinguiſh'd by the Favour 
of God, at that Day, when he ſhall make up his Jewells. 
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Pix: 3. Line 3. from the Bottom read Iſrael. 
P. 4. I. 9. v. Iſraelites. 
P. F. I. 13. r. Subſiſtance. 
P. 7. I. 24 r. Mercies. 
! 


7 | | 
P. 8. 1. 6. from the Bottom v. that they. 
P. 10-1. 6. from the Bottom r. Prophaneneſs, 


